GHRISTMASTIDE   IN  PRAGUE
what happened in the Ghoden district, this is a small country
far away that we know nothing about and we should mind our
own business.
But let the Germans put tVenty Jews into no-man's-land any-
where near the Choden district — indeed, this actually happened
— and the compassion of the wealthier classes immediately boils
over, your newspaper men are sent rushing to the spot to describe
the scene, the back pages of your newspapers are filled with
photographs of them, the letter columns are full of the clamour of
generous indignation, telephone and telegraph cables hum as the
appeal^ for help flash to and fro, emissaries constantly appear with
provisions and fuel, disused factories are hurriedly and expensively
converted into habitable quarters.
The same motive shows through every time. It raises a very
big question for Englishmen, the biggest possible question. They
fought one war to save their own skins and, at the same time, to
liberate enslaved masses in other countries, and they succeeded>
Now, everything that they helped to gain has been lost, their
rulers do not oppose but connive in the process, but nevertheless
they are toldr every day that they must rearm and rearm again,
that another war may come.
What is that next war to be for, if it comes? Is a false ideal again
to be dangled, carrotwise, before the nose of the men who go out*
to fight? Will the rulers of England have in their hearts a motive
directly opposite to the one in whose name the idealism and energy
of the nation is kindled — as in the case of Italy and sanctions, as
in the case of Spain and non-intervention, as in the case of Checho-
slovakia and self-determination?
Will that next war, if it comes, be fought to put the Choden
back again, twenty years after, under alien rule, to have them
deprived of their farms? Will it be fought to enable the poverty-
stricken masses of Spain once more to be bloodily reduced to
serfdom by Moors, Germans and Italians? Will it be fought Jo
make England safe for non~access-to-mountains, for Shoreditch
and Bermondsey, for under-nutritipn End unemployment and
jerrybuilding, for white shirts and tiaras, for imported smut on
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